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“All of them have been in jail. They made a mistake, or two, somewhere along the way. But 
they are trying to turn their lives around and become productive citizens,” said Rotarian Laura 
Dietz as she described a vocational service program of the Rotary Club of Newport Beach 
Sunrise for a rehabilitation group from the Salvation Army. 
 
Founded and chaired by Tim Brown, club president, and in its fourth year, the program has 
grown in stature and in recognition by the Salvation Army for its hands‐on approach. 
 
The program consists of six workshops held over consecutive weeks that are led by Rotarians 
and focus on various aspects of employment. One week the class of 15 learned how to create a 
budget: “What do I need to make in order to afford an apartment, transportation, food, etc.?” 
Then there is the “elevator speech” on how to impress a potential employer about why they 
should consider hiring you. 
 
In breakout sessions with individual Rotarians, the participants get their questions answered 
one‐on‐one while others observe, as many of them have similar questions. Examples of 
questions typically have to do with large gaps in their employment, unexplained absences, their 
respective felony, and for them, providing references fully cited. 
 
“We use first names, and treat them each as valuable human beings, that the past does not 
have to predict their futures, and that is why we are there,” Dietz said. 
 
On May 4, the group met Rotarians at the Working Wardrobes facility to pick out a suit. Some 
of the men have never owned a suit. 
 

http://www.mixx.com/submit/story?page_url=http://www.dailypilot.com/articles/2010/05/12/blogs_and_columns/community_and_clubs/dpt-deboom051210.txt�
http://reddit.com/submit?url=www.dailypilot.com/articles/2010/05/12/blogs_and_columns/community_and_clubs/dpt-deboom051210.txt&title=Community & Clubs:<br />Club helps past inmates - Daily Pilot�
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.dailypilot.com/articles/2010/05/12/blogs_and_columns/community_and_clubs/dpt-deboom051210.txt&t=Community & Clubs:<br />Club helps past inmates - Daily Pilot�
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&title=Community & Clubs:<br />Club helps past inmates - Daily Pilot&labels=&annotation=&bkmk=http://www.dailypilot.com/articles/2010/05/12/blogs_and_columns/community_and_clubs/dpt-deboom051210.txt�
http://myweb.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?ei=UTF-8&u=http://www.dailypilot.com/articles/2010/05/12/blogs_and_columns/community_and_clubs/dpt-deboom051210.txt&t=Community & Clubs:<br />Club helps past inmates - Daily Pilot&d=')�
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.dailypilot.com/articles/2010/05/12/blogs_and_columns/community_and_clubs/dpt-deboom051210.txt&title=Community & Clubs:<br />Club helps past inmates - Daily Pilot&bodytext=�
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&noui&jump=close&url=http://www.dailypilot.com/articles/2010/05/12/blogs_and_columns/community_and_clubs/dpt-deboom051210.txt&title=Community & Clubs:<br />Club helps past inmates - Daily Pilot&notes=�


“What do we Rotarians get out of it? That feeling that you can’t buy at Wal‐Mart or 
Bloomingdale’s. To know you are helping another human being is the reward,” Dietz said. 

 


