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‘Where Is the “Greater Good™?

I was at 2 breakfast meeting this mom-
ing. ‘When we arrived at that place on oar
agenda for announcements, ane of the at-
tenders reminded all of vs that if we did not
‘wank 2 minority gregp o rule the majority,
‘wee should attend the City Councdl Meeting
on February ¥ind and speak im support of
the: Romald Rexgan Stxtue.

The persan with the reminder is some-
o= whn 1 have great respect for and when
he speaks, | gemerally lisen crefully. He ex-
plained that ke had
attended the Arts
day and was very
disturbed at the
condict of mamy
of those in atien-
dance whi do not
suppart the Roo-
ald Reagan Stat-
e By bis descrip-
ton of the events,
and what | read |ater in the Daily Pillot, it
wals 2 “raucons” mesting. Ay time coowd
behavior becomes unruly at a public hear-
ingg; it is urdorianate and should remind us
all, that no matter the extent of our passion
fior or against an issue, restraint and mot-
al respect for others views should be para-
s aliia )

However, that is nol the focus of this
pince. Mor, am | going o woice my sapport
fior the Eomald Reagan Statee. Althoogh 1
arn nuot sure it should be bocated in the: new
(Fvic Center, [ would mot be trowbled if i@
were locted somewhere in the dty of New-
port Beach or in one of our parks. There
‘was a guolte in the column [ read that does
troahle me. 1t was an uomsual quote attrib-
uted to the person who said it and yet it was
overheard by the colommist. The quote was
thiis, “They may be the ondy 100 people in
Mewport Beach who don't want it” The per-
son who sid it was referming to theattend-
eesat the Arts Commiston meeting,

Muost of you ke ghat [ sit on the Park,
Beaches and Recretion Commission. Youa
also kniw, if you follow dvic affadins in New-
port Beach, residents are genemally quite
comtent with ol govermiment and the way
the city is nan. [ am in my sighth yearasa
Commissioner and [ cn count the mumber
of times 2 10 people or morme have attend.-
e one of our hearings and [ @m recall ol of
thee issues Envalved, It is nafve to think that
10 people in Newpart Beach would show
up at am Arts Commission mesting bo voaioe
thetr disapperowal of the staine iff this wess
niot 2 divisive e,

Asall of us know, every once in awhile
2 divisive ismne arises and our City Coun-
cill mus reach consensus an, aften negobiate
compromise for, and somstimes neject one
side ar the other’s position for the Jgreat-
er good” Afier 2l that is why we elect lead-
ers. At the end of the day, hopefully all in-
vohved, when passions are set asicde, cm be
comfident that “greater good™ was the driv-
ing fiorce behind the decision whichever
way it went

A couple of vears agn, thers wens over
10 people at 2 PBEE meeting who live
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mear the site for Sunset Ridge Park. They were
passincate about their desire not i have that
site become: an active sports paric. In the end,
oaar Commission voted overwheimingly to rec-
ommend o the Coundil that the dtein in-
clude a hasehall dizmond and overlaying soc-
cer field. We did w0 because we know that the
yuuth in our city is betier served i we bave ad-
equate sports faciliie: for them to compete on.
Although disappainted in the cuicome, most,
oot all of those: residents, knew in their hearts
that there was a “grester good” to be served by
the recommeendation.

Can: v sary thak there 35 truby a “grester good™
being served here by appeoving the Rosald Fes-
gn Statur over the objections of =0 many when
woe compare it o the Son st Kidge Park issue?
And, that & cnly cne of several that | could bave
serd o make the point. My messge bere to the
Coundl is to smply move on {0 marne impor-
tant issues vee are facing and we know those ame
mary. It is nioé about 2 minarity ruling the ma-
jority, but rather the importance of the smle of
the “greater good” when faced with an issue that

The Loud Minority

Ot of the 62 471 voters in Mewport Beach,
56% are registered Repablicans, while 2% are

i Demorats.

In Anaheim, out of 145, 188 voters, 39% are
Bepahlican, 33% Democrat.

Ohar City Council
i 5% Republican
and Arabsim's is 3%
Repuahfican.

Whyam [ compar-
ing Mewport Beach o
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Ronald Rragan Park

And not one Anaheim resdent sinod up o
speak agaanst it Mo one asked for committes
disoassion, no one asked for private donations.

Mot only did not ane Anaheim resident
speak up zzainet it, but the Anzheim City
Coancil actually nived the original park io be
renamed in favor of 2 LARGER park.

In speaking with Anaheim Mayor Tom Tait
ahot it, he was actually surprised at how eas-
iy it went through.

And ima City where there is a 1% spread
hetween Repuhlicans and Democrats, a “0fv-
sive and Extremely Partisan™ former Presdent
was given the fitting tribute that he deserves.

But hese in Newport Beach, where the
Bepublicans overwheimingly cutrumber

HOW TO CONTACT THE CITY COUNCIL

Counc

Helth Cary

the Demoomts, where we have 2 newdy lacisd
Councilmam Rush Hill touted his personal
Eriemdship with President Reagan, we get Coon-
ciiman Keith Curry booed and shouted down
fior baving the andacty to bave Reagan honored
with 2 privately funded statue.

Shame an you who did Shas.

But bedore | further incense you, let meask
you snmething.

Wy are you Republican? Wy dices New-
part Beach have 34% maore, 21458 mone Repub-
lizams than Democrats here in this City?

Aure you all, Hiee our former Governor Amnold,
Nixnn Repuhlicans?

Mo, most, if ot 2, are Republicans BE-
CAUSE of Ronald Beagan,

' am a Kepublican because of Konald Reagan.

Mow, in doing my ressarch for this litde
cofumm, [ found the comments in be the most

Ervizionist, destructive, lacking of morls,
embarrassing are some of the responsss o hon-
oring President Reagin.

And F'm sure that I'll get my share of angry

FEOnsEs.

But [ don't care.

I kmow Ronald Reagan was a Democorat antid
beis enid- S

[ kmow Ronald Regan mised taes in his first
term of Covernar.

[ kmow Raonald Reagan was the head of 2
mzjor Labar Undan.

These “nifienses™ would have iromically pre-
ciuded him frmm receiving the Republicn Party
of Orange County endorsement in any dection.

However, as President, Reagan fced up
against Uninns and sgpmashed them.

Feragan faced up against terrocists and
scpmashd| themn.

But most importantly, Reagan Gced up
against the Communist Soviet Undon and
spmshed them, and made them tear down 2
wall

Heck, they even made 2 “5ar Trek™ movie
asing that Cald War victory as a theme.

And acoording to Gallup, President Reagan
left oifice with a 63% approval rafing, with ondy
(Jinton and his 66% approval mting being
bigher in the 20th century.

President (fbamra approval ratings during
this past midierm election? 44%

Sowhat is wrong with baving 2 Park named
after President Reagan? I'm sure there are
plenty of parks in Newpart Beach, which could
Eave used that bonoe, with the "Weed Park™ be-
img the first ane that comes to mind

But our republicans (note the small “r~) were
o0 ... um . ... apprebensive (reac: SCARED) i
daothat

Soa privatdy funded statue was saggesied,
and that has received tons of heat. Winy?

Becanse: Kengan was, as one anooymous
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